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Tuk Clarksburg New ia exceedingly
auxious that the Democratic State Con

vcolion be held at that place.

Tuk Ohio Legislature meets to-morrow.

At a caucus of the Republicans on Satur-

jav night it was resolved to proceed to

the selection of a caucus nominee for the

United States Senate to-morrow, Tues¬

day. tien. Uarfield is the coming man.

Thk Greenback brethren meet at Park-

erfburg to-morrow. We notice that Undo

Joe. (Hst of Brooke is of the number who
will attend. If they fan extract any hope
j g future for their party from the elec-

lion returns last fall they must Indeed be

a jolly minded set of Mark Tapleys. Moat
people wodld as soon sot about extracting
mnbeanw from a cucumber.

Tick Democratic State Committee meets

at 1'arkereburg on the 7th, next day after
the Greenback meeting. It woufd not do

to have the two meetings on the same

uav. That would have been too much of
a coincidence, and might have led to un¬

charitable suspicions. Parkeraburg is a

very oleaginomi sort of a locality, and al¬
though some oils dowu there have a

greater specific gravity than others, yet
tbey are sometimes mixel to good advan¬

tage. it is not a case of oil and water this
time. Senator Hereford claimB that the
Democracy and the Greenbackere retail
out of the same barrel. .1.*

Tuk Merchants National Bank of Clarks¬
burg bus a capital of $100,000; surplus,
$38,1917tf; undivided.profits, $7,84952; cir¬
culation, $8>9,905; demand deposits, $166,-
489 47; certificates, $1,KM; loans and dis¬
counts, $141,227 78.
The First National Bank of Parkeraburg

has a capital of $150,000; surplus, $39,330
37; undivided profits, $1,747 58; circula¬
tion, 5135,000; deposits, $135,$7 31; certi¬
ficates, $24,772 80; loans and discounts,
$266,30215.
The National Bank of the same city has

a capital of $150,000; surplus, $50,000; un¬

divided profits, $14,057 22; circulation,
$135,000; deposits, $158,791 Oii; certificates,
$28,117 01; loans and discounts, $251,-
770 cy.

KrujRTrt to form £"Socialistic Section
among the workingmen of this commun¬

ity, seem to meet with hut little encour¬

agement. The workingmeu here, as a

rule, are keenly alive to any movements
that promiso them any permanent advan¬
tage, but the most intelligent of them give
a wide berth to anything that smacks of
tociil disorganization, or squints toward a

scheme designed to make them cats-
paws (or aspiring politicians. They
know that under our form of government
and the existing state of society, no plan
can be successfully carried out which sub¬
jects any one to continued oppression,
or can keep a man under who has health,
industry and economy as his backers.
There are too many evidences of this
about Wheeling to make it a good field for
agitators seeking to convince work¬
ingmen that tbfcir position is
incapable of improvement except
by social revolution. The men in
this community who have means, posi¬
tion and influence, generally acquired
them by their own energy and self denial,
and there is just as good an opportunity
for the exercise of these virtues now as

there ever was. All the conditions of life,
apart from individual qualifications, are

easier at this time than for many years
precediug. We are iust entering upon an

<ra of prosperity in which every deserving
worker has a right to feel that he can so-

cure his share. This whole community
Is interested in preventing the establish¬
ment or continuauce of any legislation
which presses hardly upon any class, for
the reason that the injury of any particu¬
lar industry here tends to the general de¬
triment. Intelligent workingmen of this
city know this to be true, and beyond the
association necessary to preserve their
present opportunities, they are not dis¬
posed to encourage agitation which only
promises discontent without any succeed¬
ing advantage.

Death of Itlslioji Hnveii.
The Methodist Episcopal Church loses

one of its most prominent members and
eut rgetic workers, in the death of Bishop
(Silbert Haven, which occurred at Maiden,
MsMachusetts, Saturday evening last. He
was born near Boston, September 19,1821,
*nd consequently was in his 59th year at
the time of his decease. He graduated at
Wesleyan University in 1810, and taught
school at Auienia, N. Y., and other places,
until 1851, when ho joined the New Eng¬
land M. K. Conference and began his work
wa preacher in Northampton, Westfleld,
Roxbury, Cambridge, and othor Massa¬
chusetts towns. In 1801 he first came in¬
to general prominence as the tlrstcommis-
aioueil chaplain of the volunteers who
wnlistt'd in the defence of the Union,
gtingout with the Eighth Massachusetts
Regiment. In '02 he visited Europe and
tlie Kaat, and subsequently was uta-
ti meoi at Boston, but his connection with
the army aud hia earnest advocacy of the
tights of the colored race brought him for¬
ward whon the Freodtuen's Bureau was

established, and in '05 he was appointed
w one of its superintendents. From'07
tfo '72 he edited the Boston Zion't Herald,
oue of the most prominent of his church
papers, and in 72 he was chosen as ono of
the Bishops of the organization, with a res¬
idence at Atlanta, (la., and the supervi¬
sion oi the interests of the church in the
extreme southern statos. Many of our

readers will remember hia visit to this
»ity as a member of the Board of Bishops,
which was in session hero last spring.
To his church work Bishop Haven

'brought a good deal ol executive ability
¦nd tireless energy. He was an incisive
writer and an attractive as well as an ef¬
fective speaker, and his editorial work,
bis sketches of travel and his sermons, all
bear witness to his ability as writer and
orator. One of his earnest desires was the
establishment of Protestant missions in
Italy and among Spanish speaking peo¬
ple, and in 1872-3 he visited Mexico with

a view of furthering the purpose. Tke
reputation lie acquired as a worker for his
church was rivalled by the reputation he
secured as a political essayist. He was
one of the churchmeu who believe that
their sphere is not limited by their call¬
ing and profession, and he was as
ready to discuss political as theological
questions. Most of our readers will
recollect his Grant letters and many of his
sermons and addresses dealt with things
temporal as much as things spiritual. His
last illness is said to have been the effect
of prostration brought on by long contin-
ued and exhaustive mental labor.

ONJtof the indications of tho growth of
the agricultural interests of this county is
found in the steady increase of toll receipts
upon the main highways used by
Ohio county farmers. The Cumberland,
or National Road, upon which a large pro¬
portion ot the agricultural products of the
county are brought to market, shows a
constant growth in toll receipts. From
the books of Mr. Allen Davis, one of the
toll keepers, it appears that there has been
a gradual increase in the amounts collect¬
ed at his gate, notwithstanding the fact that
the building of the Elm Grove Railroad
along a considerable portion of the line
has had the effect of taking off some
vehicles formerly used. The tolls collect¬
ed at this one puint during tho year end¬
ing December 31, 1879, were $4,913. For
the year ending December 31, 1878, they
were $4,799. In the year 1872 there was
an increase of $1,021. over the year pre¬
ceding, and for the live years endiug July
1, 1870, there was an increase of $5,022
over the five years next preceding. This,
notwithstanding the fAct that a decrease
of twenty per cent in the tolls was order¬
ed Feb. 1, 1873, and has since obtaiued.
A portion of this increase Is accounted
for by the increase in tho amount
of pleasure and business driving from this
city, but by far the largest portion is at¬
tributed td the increase in the amount of
hauling by our county farmers who market
their crops at the county seat

PAKOCHIAL SCHOOL*.

Peremptory Order from ItKliop M«-
Cloaky.

Louisville, January 3..Bishop Mc-
Closky.of this diocese, has issued a decreo
prescribing that, so soon as possible,
parochial schools be established every¬
where. It ends as follows: "Now, it is
our will and command that where there is
a Catholic school in the parish, parents
and guardians in such places send their
children or wards who are under nine
years of age, to such Catholic school, and
we hereby direct that this obligation be
enforced under pain of refusal of absolution
in the sacrament penance. This decree
will take effect on the llrst day of January,
1880."
The edict causes considerable commotion

in Louisville, as some 7,000 Catholic
children attend the public schools

A Noldler on Grnuf.
Columuur, 0., January 3..In a letter to

a prominent geutlemen in this city, a one-

armed soldier at the Soldiery' Home writes
the following^
"And the great question now is. who is

to be the coming man; and more than all
else, the one who can lead us to victory?
Any one of the candidates mentioned can
do it but Grant. Grant, never! I can not
conceiveof-anomergencyjthat would make
the nomination of Grant a necessity, that
would be likely to arise, and most certain¬
ly he is not desirable. Give ua Sherman
first, Blaine second, and Washburne third,
and I believe the nomination of either
of them would be 8Hfo,and I am confident
we could elect either. But Grant for a
third term will be a hard and heavy load
to carry. Eight years of his former ad¬
ministration to again arise up before the
people, specter-like, will lose us Ohio.
The German Kepublicans will never sup¬
port him, if the Democrats make anything
like a decent nomination.
"Suppose they would nominate Bayard,

of Delaware, against Grant? The Ger¬
mans would go for him en matte, and Ohio
would go to the dogs. No, no! Give us

anybody but Grant. Three terms will not
go down. Personal gratification must not
be the first and only qualification."

The i'hlrngo NlriUfr*.
Chicago, January 3..A number of col¬

lisions between Union and non-Union
men have occurred within forty-eight
hours, Union men being in every case the
aggressors. The employers threaten to take
summary methods for protecting the work¬
men, Some have built bunks in their
packinghouses. It has been rumored,
but cannot be stated positively, that the
strikers are ready to allow the packers to
hire non-union men, provided the former
union employes are taken back. The
packers seetn very decided in their deter¬
mination not to take back any of the
strikers while they remain in the Union.
The packers have lost nothing by the
strike, but are, on the contrary, much bet¬
ter off than they would have been had
they packed heavily, with the relative
rates for hogs, which existed before the
strike.
llnltiniiiro A- Ohio Knllroitil HuflelJn.
Baltiuokb and Ohio Kah.road Com¬

pany, Baltimore, January 1,1880..Mr. C.
M. Wicker, trallic manager of the trnns-
Ohio division, having resigned, the office
is abolished.
Mr. C. S. Wight its appointed assistant

general froight agent of the trans-Ohio di¬
vision, office at Biltimoro.
Mr. T. B. Xoonan is appointed division

freight agent of the Chicago division, of-
lice at Tillin.
Mr. Frank Harriott is appointed general

agent of this company at Chicago.
The office of division freight agent of

the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, main
line and branches, is this day transferred
from Uagerstown, Maryland, to Balti¬
more. Milton H. Smith,

General Freight Agent.
John W. GAnarrr, President,

Death or Blnhop Gilbert Haven.

Boston, January 3,.bishop Gilbert
Haven, one of the twejve Bishops of the
Methodist Church, rffed at 6 o'clock this
evening at the residence of his son, in
Maiden, near this city. He was uncon¬

scious for twenty-four hours before his
death.
Silver Lakk Floub..Simon Baer &

Sons are sole agents for the 8ilver Lake
Hour, a brand that has met with marked
favor at the hands of the public. Their
flour will produce more bread and of a
bettor quality to the amount used than
any tlour now in uae. The bread will re¬

main moist and good for a greater length
of time.
Give us a trial and be convinced.

Simon Bass A Son.

No Coup d'Etat in the Pine
Tree State.

The Supreme Court Unanimously
Decides Agaigst the Gov¬

ernor and Council.

The Intent of a Voter Must Govern
the Count in all Cases,

For this is a Government of the
People, by the People, for

the People,
And no Sharp Practice can be Per-

mittsd to Defeat the Popu¬
lar Will.

I.
JanuarJ' 3'-The following

is the official textot the unanimous opln-
0( "le Supreme Judicial Court, tinish-

au'' 8iKned "<is afternoon, in answer to
questions submitted by the Governor:

Banoor, January J, 1SS0.
Alo""> Ottmlmi, Governor of Maine

10 undeniigued Justices of the Su¬
preme Judicial Court have the honor to
submit the followingamwars to questions
proposed;
Question 1-When the Governor and

Council have decided that there Is no re¬

turn from a city on which Bepresentatives
can be summoned to attend and take their
seats in the Legislature, is it their duty to
order anew election, or is it competent for
the House of Representatives, if it shall
appear there was an election of such Hep.
resentatives in fact, to admit them to seats
though no return thereof was made and
delivered into the office of the Secretary
of State?
Answer.No authority is iriven to the I

fetZTnr Council' there is no

the sfVof . if " ue,v e'Mtion. Whou
r«ip5 hi i

a ^opresentative has been va-

fated by death, resignation or otherwise
provision is made by R. S. C. 4,sSn

» »10 °f the existing vaean-1
u'cfneeo. 1proVi8'0nH whenever mu-

I - i l. tberein mentioned by anv
means have knowledge of the death of a

Representative elect, or a vacancy caused [
In any other way, it is their duty to o?dor I
a new election. It it appears to the House
of Representatives that there was an elec¬
tion of Representatives in fact,tliey should
admit them to their seats, though no re-
turn thereof was made to the Secretary of
State. A Representative Is not to be de¬
prived of his rights, because municipal
ollkera have noglected their duty.
Question 2 - Is it competent for the Gov¬

ernor and Council to allow the substitu-l
Uon of other evidence in place of " the
returned copies of such lists" as provided
for in Article .), Part 1st, .Section 5 of the
Constitution, to enable them to determine
what persons appear to be elected" Hon-1
resentatives to the Legislature "by tile I
plurality of all tile votes returned'"^
au&rr.? .'6ra'he substitution
authorized by the act of 1877, C. 212 and
the constitution calls for a return ti at is
regular in essential forms, and which truly

th?'fct8t0 be described by it
Hut much of the constitutional reouire-
nient is directory merely. It does not aim
at depriving the people of their rigirtof

-ri tlleir o' representation
for formal errors, but aims at avoidine
such a result, wiiere the constitutions?
requirement has not been fully or been d£
fective y executed by town olllcers, it ia in

?>K- tl . c?c?lituti.;>l provision to sap-

an attested copy of the record, ns by stat¬
ute provided. The object of the Const i-
tutional provisions respecting elections is
to furnish as many safeguards as may be
against the future, either through fraud or
mistake, correctly to ascertain and declare
the will of the people as expressed in the
choice of their ollicers and legislators.
Hence the requirement that not only
shall the returns be made on the spot in
an open town meeting, but a record of the
vote shall be made at the same time and
authenticated.
In like manner, if by accident or wilful

neglect there is an error or omission in
the return, what can bo safer than to re¬
fer to the duplicate statement by record
to correct it? This the statute of 1877, G.
212, allows to be done; and while the lan¬
guage is permissive, it falls within a well
known legal rule, that when public rights
are concerned, it shall be construed as
maudatory; u command clothed in the
language of courtesy, so clothed because
it could not be doubted that high and
honorable officials would unhesitatingly
avail themselves of all lawful means to de¬
clare the result of an election according to
the actual fact, in obedience to the funda¬
mental principles of popular government.
The Governor and Council aro bound by
statute. It is mandatory upon them; it
imposes a duty to the public that must be
performed. Whether the act referred to
contravenes the Constitution in allowing
oral evidence to be received, to show the
intentions of voters iu casting their votes,
in another part of the statute which we
are not called upon to consider. If uncon¬
stitutional in the latter respect, that would
not affect the constitutionality of the other
separate and independent provision.
Question 3. Is a return signed by less

than a majority of the Selectmen of a

town, or Aldermen of a city, valid
within the requirements of thosame sec¬
tion?
Answer.To this question we answer

that, while the town may legally elect
seven Selectmen, the well known practice
is to elect only three, and in such cases a
roturn to be valid muBt be signed by a ma¬

jority of them, because by no possibility
can a less number constitute a legal quo¬
rum. But the rule is otherwise with ro-

spect to Aldermen of citios. Most of our
cities are required by law to have as many
as seven Aldermen, and none of them, we

beliove, has less than live to constitute a

quorum. It iB only necessary to have a

majority of tho, whole number present,
and when such quorum is present, a ma¬
jority of the quorum may do business.
Supposing the number to bo seven, four
would constitute a legal quorum, and
three being a majority, that quorum could
legally act, although the fourth should re¬
fuse to join them, or should oppose their
action; consequently, if the return
from the city haying Ave to seven Alder¬
men is signod by three of them it may be
a valid and legal return, because only
four may have been present; antljn such
case three (being a majority of those pres.
ent), could legally act, although the fourth
should oppose their action, and refuse to

join them. When such a return is laid
before the Governor and Council, they can
not know and have no right to assume
that the return is not valid. Itia the duty
of Aldermen to be in session and examine
Ward returns, compare and declare votes,
and of the clerk to make record thereof.
From that record, a certified copy of which
is returned, the law presumes that a quo¬
rum of Aldermen were present, The law

with respect to quorum and majorities is
correctly stated in Volume 5, Dane's
Abridgment, pages 150 and 151, and Dil¬
lon's JUjiuicipal Corporation, Sections 216
and 217. In the latter work it is said that
bodies composed of a definite number act
by majoritlesof those present,provided that
tboio present constitute a majority of the
whole number; or, to use Mr. Dane's it*
lustration, if the body consists of twelve
councilmen, seven is the least number
that can constitute a valid meet¬
ing, though four of !h« seven may act.
and so far as we know the law is
so stated in substance by all ancient and
modern authorities. The rule applicable
to such cases is similar to that which ap¬
plies to our Houfie of Representatives,
while the number of Representatives es¬
tablished bylaw is 151,a majority (thatis,
seventy-six members) constitutes a quo¬
rum tc do business. If there is actually
that number present, and the majority of
them (that is, thirty-nine members) voto
iu the affirmative, valid law can thereby
be enacted, or other business transacted.
If less than seventy-six mombersare pres¬
ent, then no business can be done, exceptto adjourn and compel attendance of ab¬
sent members. This is a familiar ami il¬
lustrative principle applicable to Alder¬
men of cities, and shows how and why a
return signed by less than a majority of
the whole number may be, and, so far as
the Governor and Conncil are concerned,
is conclusively presumed to be valid. They
have no right to go behind the return.
Question 4. Is a return by Aldermen of

the city, which does not give the number
of votes cast for each person voted for as
a member of the Legislature, and does
not show which persons were voted for as
such members in any one of the several
wards of such city, a valid return within
the requirements of the same section?
Answer.We are not sure that we com¬

prehend the full scope of this question.
Our answer will meet all of its supposed
purposes. It is immaterial whether the
Aldermen returned to the Governor and
Council the detailed vote of each ward
separately, or whether they roturned the
result of all votes for all wards for each
candidate together. Either mode is a sat¬
isfactory way of reaching the same result.
Substance only is sought for in such mat¬
ters. Nor is it a material matter that, in¬
stead of returning all names of persons
voted for, there is a return of votos as scat¬
tering; provided, that, however, such votes
may be added or subtracted, some candi¬
date or set of candidates appear to be
chosen by a plurality of the votes thrown.
Governor and Council can not effectually
know, nor have they right to ascertain,
that votes returned as scattering were not
actual ballots with the word "scattering"
written thereon. Nor is the election of
candidates to be chosen by a plurality of
votes to be defeated because the whole
number of votes or ballots may
be Btated erroneously or not stated
at all. Tho Constitution contains
no such requirement, and the statutory
provision requiring it is entirely unim¬
portant and inapplicable to cases where
plurality of votes elects. It is a well set¬
tled rule of construction that where the
general terms of a statute embrace several
subjects, but aro fouud to be practicably
applicable to some subjects and not to
othors, it is to bo construed as embracing
thoso subjects only to which it is practical¬
ly applicable.
Question 5. Are returns from towns or

cities which are not attested by Town or
City Clerks valid within the same section?
Auswer.Returns from towns or cities

which are not attested by Town, Planta¬
tion, or City Clerks, are not valid. The at¬
testation of a clerk is prerequisite to any
actiou of Governor and Council in count¬
ing the votes (08 Maine, 588). If, how¬
ever, the clerk should be absent, a clerk
pro tem may bo chosen, or a deputy
clerk may be appointed under the statute
of 1877, 0.17, and the amendment thereof
by the act of 1874, C. 159. The returns of
a clerk pro tern, or deputy clerk are to have
the samo force and effect as if signed by
the clerk.
Question 0. Have the Governor and

Council the right to reject returns of the
election of members to the Legislature, as
required by the same section from the offi¬
cers of the towns, which were not made,
signed, or sealed up in open town meet¬
ing?
Answor.The Governor and Council

must act upon the returns forwarded to
the Secretary of State, sealed up iu open
plantation or town meeting, they consti¬
tute the basis of action bvt ne Canvassing
Board. No provision is found in the Con¬
stitution or any statute of this State by
virtue of which they would be authorized
to receive evidence to negative facts there¬
in set forth. They, therefore, have no
such power. The statement of the muni¬
cipal officers is in that respect conclusive.
Question 7. Is the return ot two persons

purporting to be selectmen of tho town,
valid and sufficient evidence of the vote of
the town when it appears there were at
the time of the meeting at which the elec¬
tion was held but two selectmen of that
town?
Ansi er.When a majority of the se¬

lectmen are absent from a meeting for elec¬
tion purposes, or, being prosont, neglect
or refuse to act as such, and to do all the
duties required of them, voters at such
meeting may choose so many selectmen
pro tempore as aro necessary to complete
the number competent to do the duties.
(S. S. C. 4, Sec. 25.) In case of death or
removal of all the selectmeu two would
be sufficient aud competent to act. The
inquiry is, if a return would be valid
when there should be bu( two selectmen
at the time of the meeting at which the
election was held. If TBe other selectmen
had deceased prior to tho meeting, the
survivors might act, and their action
would be legal. But the Canvassing Board
aro to be governed by the returns. Evi¬
dence would not be admissible to prove
the fact that thero were but two selectmon
of the town. Tho Govornor and Council
can uot officially know there are only
two.
Question S,.Can a person who is not a

citizen of the United States at the time be
legally elected or constituted a selectman
of a town?
Answor.A porson not a citizen may be

elected or constituted a Selectman, so that
hiB official acts may bind the town, and
are valid so far as affects the public. Such
a one would be oilfcer facto, and clothed
with apparent right. Ills acts would bind
tho town. Dane vb. Derby, 54 Maine. 05.
An officer ib facto is one who comes into
office by color of legal appointment or
election. His acts in that capacity are as
valid as far as the public is concerned as
tho acts of ofiicer a jure. His title cannot
bo inquired into collaterally. (The Peo¬
ple vs. Coolc 4, Selden 80). ''The precise
definition of officer ik facto," observes
Uigelow, p. J., in the Fitchburg Railroad
Company vs. the Grand Junction and
Depot Company, 1; Allen 657, "is one who
comes in by forms of law, and acts under
commission or olection apparently valid,
but in consequence of some illegality, in¬
capacity or want of qualification is incap¬able of holding office." Iudeed, there is
entire unanimity of opinion on this
subject in all tho States of the
Union where this question has arisen, as
well as-in the Courts of the United States,
but the fact of alienage is not allowed to
be proved. This was determined in the
Frenchville case, M, Maine, 598, where it
was shown that the clerk was an alien
who could neither read nor write the Eng¬
lish language, and where almost everyconceivable irregularity existed. Vet evi¬
dence outside of the retiirns was held in-
admissable, nor would such fact havo any
effect if it appeared in any way by the re¬
turn itself.
Question 9. If a ballot has a distin¬

guishing mark iu the Judgment of the

Governor anil Council, such aa would
make it illegal under the statutes, have
they authority to disregard it in their as¬
sortment of what persons appear to be
elected, where it appears by the official
returns of the officers of the town such
vote was received by the Selectmen sub¬
ject to their objection, and its legality re-
ferred to the Governor and Council for de¬
cision.
Answer.The presiding officers are to

determine whether the ballot offered has
a distinguishing mark or figure, so that if
rejected, the voter may procure the bal¬
lot if he chooses, to which no exception
can be taken; but if the ballots have dis¬
tinguishing marks or figures it is no part
of the duty of the officers of the town to
make any report or reference thereto,
They should reject the ballot if offered,
where it is within the prohibition of the
statute. Thestatute prohibits tho rejec¬
tion of the ballot "after it is received into
the ballot box." It is then to be counted.
The Governor and Council have nothing
to do with the question. Their duty is to
count the vote regardless of the tact im¬
properly set forth in returns. They are
nowhore constituted a tribunal with judi¬
ciary authority to determine what shall
constitute a distinguishing mark or figure,
nor can they legally refuse to open and
count the votes returned (54 Maine, GL2).
When a ballot has been once received in
the ballot box, neither the Selectmen nor
Governor and Couucil can refuse to count
it.
Question 10. If names of persons ap¬

peal in the return without anv number of
votes being stated or carried out against
them, either in words or figures, is it the
duty of the Governor and Council to treat
those porsonsas having the same number
of votes as another person received for
the same office? And where the name is
placed first in the return, if they find dots
under the figures or words, set against
such other persons name?
Answer.When ditto marks or dots are

pluced under tho figures or words of the
first candidate's votes, the return should
be counted where it appears by letters or
figures in the first line, and by ditto
marks or by dots in the following lines
that the same class of candidates received
the same vote. There can.be no ground
for objection, the word ditto and its abbre¬
viation to "do," and dots or marks that
stand tor the word ditto, are of common
use and have a perfectly well detined
meaning, known to persons generally.
That meaning should not be disregarded.
We answer the ijuestion in the affirma¬
tive.
Question If..Have the Governor and

Council a legal rjght to decide what kind
of evidence they will receivo, and what
the mode of proceeding before them shall
bo to enable them to determine the genu¬ineness of roturns required by tho article
and section of the Constitution above
mentioned?
Answer.We assume that "genuine¬

ness of return" referred to relates either
to signatures of officers aiguingor to alter¬
ations of returns. The Governor and
Council have no power to reject returns
on either ground, unless au objection in
writing is presented to them setting forth
that the signatures of such oflicers (or
some one of them) are not genuine, or
that the return has beon altered after it
was signed; then notice thereof should be
given to all persons interested, and where
adjudicating upon facts the Governor and
Council should be governed in admission
of evidence by established rules of evi¬
dence in accordance with the law in this
State, and tho witnesses should be duly
sworn, that they may be runiehable for
the crime of perjury if they wilfully and
corruptly testify falsely. The Governor
and Council have no right to reject re¬
turns for such cause without giving the

(>arties interested a fair opportunity to bo
leard. The genuineness of the returns
in these particulars is to be presumed,
and this presumption remains until over¬
come by ovidence produced as before
said.

Question 12..If the Govoruorand Coun¬
cil have before them two lists of votes re¬
turned from the Barne town, differing ma¬
terially from each other in the number of
votes returned as cast for the same per¬
sons, but identical in all other respect#,
both having been duly received at the Sec¬
retary's office, and they have no evidence
to enablo them to determine which is »ue
true and genuine report, are they req. ..ed
to treat either of them as valid?
Answer..When two lists of votes are

returned to the office of the Secretary of
State, by the Clerk of any city, town or
plantation, and both duly certified, the re¬
turn first received at the ofiico of the Sec¬
retary must be the basis of action by. the
Governor and Council. If defective, or
not a true copy of record, it can be cor¬

rected or the defects supplied only in ac
cordance with the provisions of the stat¬
ute relating thereto. This Government
rests upon the great constitutional.axiom
that all power is inherent in the people."It is a Government of tho people, by the
people, for tho people," aud if administer¬
ed in the spirit of its founders "it shall not
perish from the earth." Its Constitution
was formed, to use an apt expression of
one whose memory is embalmed in the
hearts of his countrymen, "By plain peo¬
ple," and "plain people" must administer
it. The ballot iB the pride as well as the
protection of all. It is the truest indica¬
tion of a popular will. The official re¬
turns required from the municipal officers
of the several plantations, towns and cities
are and will be made by a plain people,
and made, too, in the hurry and bustle
and'excitement of election. They are not
required to be written with the scrupulous
nicety of a writing master or with the
technical accuracy of a plea in abatement.
Sentences may be ungratnmatical, spelling
may deviate from recognized standards,
but returns are not brought to naught be¬
cause the penmanship may be poor, lan¬
guage ungrammatical, or spelling erron¬
eous. It Is enough if the returns can bo
understood, and if understood, full effect
should be given to their natural and ob¬
vious meaning. They are hot to be
strangled by idletechnicalities, noris their
meaning to be distorted by car-
pings and captious criticism. When that
meaning is ascertained, there should be
no hesitation in eivfng it full effect. The
language of Justice Morton in Strong vs.
Peter, 20 Pick. 484; is peculiarly appro¬priate to the subject under discussion.
"What," ho asks, "shall he the conse¬
quence of an omission by tho Selectmen
or Town Clerk to perform any of these,
their prescribed duties, and upon whom
shall it fall? For wilful' neglect of duty,
otlicers would undoubtedly be liable to
punishmont, but shall tho whole town be
disfranchised by reason of fraudand negli¬
gence of their officers? This would be
punishing tho innocent for the fraud of
the guilty. It would be more just and
more consonant to the genius and spirit
of our institutions to inflict severe penal¬
ties upon the misconduct, intentional or
accidents], of officers, but to receive votes
whenever they can be ascertained with
reasonable certainty. If no return, or
any imporfect one can be received, let it
be supplied or corrected by the original
record, if auy there bo. Roturns
should be received with favor,
and construed with liberality." he
adds; "from men vtho usually are, and
necessarily must be employed to make
them, groat formality and nicety can not
be expected and should not be required."
The geuoral principle which govornsis,
that while there should be a strict com¬
pliance with the provisions of tho statute,
yet when they are merely directory, such
strict compliance is not essential to the
validity of the proceedings under such
statute, unless it is so declared to be there¬
in. This 1s specially applicable when the
rights of the public or of third persons are

concerned. The dominant rule is to give
such a construction to official acta of
municipal officers as will best comport
with the meauiug and intention of the
parties us of language used to sustain
rather than to defeat the will of the people
and disfranchise the citizens.
John Aitlkto.v, Charles W. Walton,
Wm. G. Barrows, Charles Danfobth,
John A Petrbs, Artemus Libbey,
Joseph W. Syuonds.

SPEECH BY (JOV. GARCELON.

Waterville, Me., January 3..The
Town Hall was tilled to its utmost capaci¬
ty at a "law and order" meeting to-night.
Governor Garcelon said: <aI stand before
you the most abused mau in the United
States. I am not here to apologize, or ask
your pardon, but simply call your atten-
tion to the Constitution and law, and if
in any rwpect I or my Council have vio¬
lated that law, you have your remedy.
You Bay that the majority rule is the cen¬
tral principle of our government system,but should not that majority be expressed
iu a legal and constitutional manner? You
are all aware that at the late election
every effort was made on both sides to se¬
cure a majority, and that the Fusion partyhad a majority of 2,000 votes. I challenge
any man, I do not care how ardent a Re¬
publican or rabid a Democrat, to take the
returns, and if there is any iustauce
where wo have not applied the saine rule
to friend or foe, then you can condemn
us. I Hud tabulated returns where sixty-four towns had beon rejected, thirty-two
were Republican, thirty Democratic, and
two a tie. Does this look like conspiracy?
Does it look as if the rulo hud not been
applied properly ?"

Referring to the city of Lewistou, the
Governor said no one doubled the voice of
the pponle; that he knew his own city was
largely Republican, but it was a question
of Taw with them. It does seem an out¬
rage that those who appear to beolected
were rejected. Rut you, my friends, con¬
demn us because we do not thiuk it right
logo behind the returns. 1 ask you to
consider what would become of our. re-
public.au form of government if mon you
cbooBo to office should create laws and a
Constitution to suit their own partisan
feelings. So great has boen the excite¬
ment, I have called upon the Supreme
Court to decido questions which have
been decided for fifteen years, and whon
that decision is rendered, 1 hope the peo-
pie will bo satisfied."
Iho Governor closed by advising his

hearers to examine the facts and look at
the case calmly, ami that they would Hud
that tho Governor and Council were not
Buch terribly bad men after ail. i
Resolutions were then read ratifying andsanctioning the course* of the Governor

and Council.
HE c an't TEI.L WHAT HE WILL DO.

% Waterville, Jan. 4..Governor Gar¬
celon spent the day iu this town, and was
called on thisevening by a ropoi ter,who in¬
formed him that theopiuion of theSupreino
Judges had been printed, and then asked
tho Governor if ho had received Iheopin-
ion of the court. The Governor roplied
that he had not; that ho had not beon in
Augusta siuce 4 o'clock on Saturday after-
noon. Tho reporter informed him of the
general points asoxnressed in theopiuion
of the court, and asked if he (the Govern-
or) should recall the certificates that he
had issued and which now, undor the
opinion of the court, appeared to have
been illegally issued, to which the Gov¬
ernor answered: »"I have no authority
for knowing the opinion of the court, and
can not tell what I shall do." In answer
to a question whether CapL Lewis, of
Farmiiigton, had returned Iiih certificate,
declining to serve under the same, tho
Governor said ho bad not received it and
did not know anything about it.
Reporter Do you apprehend auy vio¬

lence at the inauguration of the new leg¬
islature?
Governor.I have no means of kuowing.I do not think tho people are foolish

enough to resort to violence. i

THE IJI'OHUM QUESTION.
Portland, January 4..Ar Augusta

dispatch says: The quorum question has
been leitled by precedents that sixteen is
a quorum. The Senate in 1847 organized
with eleven, in 1851 with fifteen and in
1*71 with thirteen. In later years Chief
Justice Shipley and Appleton, his associ-
ate, sustained that point. They also held
that each house could compel the attend-
ance of persons who hau received the
Governor's certificate before as well as
after being sworn in. It also says Spoul,of Skowhegan, is already in Augusta and
will take his seat.

WHAT THK I'KOl'f.K BAY.
Augusta, January 4..The decision of

the Court has been discussed'freely by the
crowd* on the streets and elsowhere to*
day. The Republicans are greatly excited
and jubilant, and regard it as a consum¬
mate triumph for their cause. The opin-
ions freely expressed in tho best informed
circles is that tho opposition can not stund
up and defy the Court. It is the opinion
of the leading Republicans that the Gov¬
ernor can 71b no less than cancel the certi¬
ficates issuod to tho persons not elected
according to the decision of the Court.
The Fusionists have n » delluite planmatured, and it will bo diliicultto develop

any to night, as not more than twentymembers aro in the city. The number
present is about the same as in ordinary
years, when nothing unusual was pend¬
ing. A few Demociata say that the Gov¬
ernor hsd no business to submit questions
and laws, and should haye rosted his case
thore.

D. T. Pike, a leading Democrat, saysthat Governor Garcelon belittled himself
by taking any notice of Morrill's lettec.
He had completed his work and that
ought to have been tho end of it.

K. W. Black, »a leading Greenbacker,
says that the court went out its way to
answerquestions not put to it.

Oolonol Wm. Dickey, a member of the
Legislature, says the decision will have no
efl'oct upon the organization of the Legis¬
lature, as cortiticates have already boon
jssued. This is understood to be the po¬
sition l'illsbury will take in the Standard
to-morrow. Othors say the opinion of the
court is a farce, aud will be replied to
word for word.
Three couutod-in mombers have already

declared they will not participate, and it
is*thought the opinion of the court will]
have effect upon other certitled members
to the same end, as there is not a single
case of the thirty-seven that the decision
doos not fully cover.
Hon. James C. Talbot, of Washington,and Isaac T. Uobson, of Lincoln, the count¬

ed in Senators, have already stated theywould not not accept seats should the de¬
cision of the court be against them.
Lawyers say if thisopiuion is disregar¬ded it will be the first instance of the

kind in tho history of the State. It has
been ascertained that the executive de¬
partment, in more than tiftv cases since
Maine was a State, has asked judgment of
tho Supreme Court on important ques¬
tions ol law,and never in a single instance
has it boon disregarded.

D; Parker, a member of the Governor's
Council, defendod his position in the mat¬
ter, and says headed conscientiously and
honestly. Ho has not read the opinion
carefully and could not give an opinion as
to tho result.
Secretary of State Gore says he is not

sufficiently familiar with law to say
whether the Governor and Council could
review tkeir action

FOREIGN NEWS.
The River Seine on the Ram¬

page.
Bad Weather in England.Business

Improving.
Reduction of Bents In Inland-Gltditont

Assilllng the Foreign end Domestic
Polioy of Beaconsfleld.

ENGLAND.

London, January 3..Mr. MacTear's ex¬
periments with carbon are still occupying
the minds of diamond owners, btit Mr.
Maskelyne's opinion that the results are
merely silicates, has done much to tran-
qualize them, Mr. Maskelyne boing an
expert and tho scientists quoted by Mr.
MacTear having a quite insufficient
knowledge of mineralogy.Evidences of returning prosperity in
commerce aro proBeuton allsidos. Tho
trade in poultry, game and turkeys was
seldom bo large as it has boon this Christ¬
mas. In the book trade 5,800 books were
printed daring the past yoar. The influ¬
ence ot America has made itsell every¬where felt. Edison's electric discoveries
are the absorbing thome ol conversation.
The growth ol telegraphic business has
been wonderfully rapid. Tho postal de¬
partment surpasses tho Americans In the
application ol American ideas.
The new year has opened dismally in

England. Our toasUs aro swept by temp¬
ests. There la hourly apprehension ot the
new Btorm predicted by the Herald.
The newspapers print gloomy sum¬

maries of the year that has gone.the
year that has witnessed Isandala, the
Prince Imperial's death, and the massacre
of Cavagnart. It went out with the cus¬
tomary midnight services in some ot the
churches, and with hymns, prayers and
solmen devotions in others.
The interest in Irish affairs is,dying out.

Tho Ducbees ol Marlborough's fund is al¬
ready large. Many English noblemen aro
reducing their rents. Tho Dukes of Rich¬
mond and Norfolk have set the oxamplo
to the extent of ten and twenty per cont.
Lord Lonford, an Irish I'ecr, who wasonce
Secretary of War, and who knows Ireland
well, suggests that the condition of the
people can only bo relieved by their ceas¬
ing to drink whisky. The reports of des¬
titution in Donegal tlnd general credit. A
vigorous concerted movement is beiug
made towards emigration, tho agenta of
American railways having eoiuo over in
force.
There are uneasy, warlike rumors in

the clubs. Russia is known to lie tbroat-
Bning tho Chinese frontier, and Lord Kea-
consleld's Govorilment is constantly on
the alert against aggression from that
quarter. Mr. Gladstone protlted by tho
celebration of hie Bovontieth birthday, on
Mondav, to lash the Premier unspariugly.
Having acknowledged tho multitude ol
prevents that bad buon sentbj llawarden,
ue assailed the Conservative policy, both
in the llnancesat home and its adventnres
abroad.
Tho Rov, Clias. II.* Spnrgeon writes

from Mentono that tho Nation should list-
on to Mr. (liadstoue as a call to mako
righteousness and peace their guide iu-
dtcad of blustering. He declares that Eng¬
land is wantonly tramping Afghanistan
underfoot, and warns Englishmen that
under audi tutors as tho Timet they nre
becoming a Nation of demons. Tho whole
letter is an impassioned appeal to the
Christian sentiment of the country.
A circumstantial account of Edison s

electric lamp, sent by cable, produced
fresh exdtoinont. Has shares fell in soiuo
cases 10 per cent, but have since mostly
recovered. The British public thinks
Edison erics "wolf." too oltcn. Cotnpar-
atively few timid holders sold oul. All
their shares were largely bought up.

I .ondon, January I..Tho steamer bri-
Bia, from New York lor Hamburg, arrived
off Lizard. The steamer .Silicia. which
loft Hamburg, December 24th for Now
York, put in at Plymouth Sound .Satur¬
day night, with her steering gear dam¬
aged. £he had reached six hundred miles
west of IJueenstown. She experiencedtremendous hurricanes from December
27th to December Ulst, and was compelled
to 'ay to from the 20th iiU the UlsU Khe
was once thrown on her beam cuds, with
dilliculty recovering herself. On Jaunary
1st the weather moderated, but tho steer¬
ing gear of tho vossel wan found to bo se¬

riously damaged, and her captain deter¬
mined to return to Plymouth.

SPAIX.

Havana, Jauuary 3..Tliu Diario be¬
lieves the dispatch announcing that llio
session of the Cortes will clone after
voting on the slavery abolition bill, and
that the new Cortes will he convoked for
March, was btsed upon a false rumor Ret
atloat by Borne Madrid newspaper, be¬
cause Premier Conova del Castillo has
solemnly promised not to interrupt the
sessions before all questions affecting
Cuba have been resolved.
Tha'Uiuctte publishes a circular address¬

ed to all Governors of Provinces in he
Inland, declaring that henceforth primaryinstruction will be obligatory for alf chil¬
dren between the ages of six and ten
years. Parents not complying with the
terms of theordor will be fined.

IRANI'};

1'akis. Jan. 3..-Tho inclement weather
which Paris lias experienced so far this
winter came to a sudden termination on
Thursday last, in the shape of a thaw,
which softened the ice in thu Seine and
produced a freshet. The river rose rapidly
and the mildness of lh% weather to-dav,
which resembles more^a forenoon in May
than at thu beginning of the year, had the
effect of completely uroaking up the ico
over which so many thousands have
crossed during the past month. The Seine
has now become a roaring torrent, spread¬
ing from shore to shore and dashing huge
inahses of broken ico against the abut¬
ments of bridges. The devastation prom¬
ises to bo far greater than that in January,
1871, when the wator rose so high that
steamboats could not pass under thu
bridges, ami the streets of low-lying en¬
virons of the city were covered with waiter
to the depth of several feet. The greatest
alarm exists for the safety of the Pent des
Invalided, which crosses the river between
theTrocadero and the Invalidos, which
has been for some time in course of re¬
newal. The reconstruction of tho bridge
was well under way. A temporary bridge
built of wood, which had been erected,
was brokon into fragments last night by
ice, and swopt away. Communication
was completely shut oil' at that point.
The scene along tho quays this after¬

noon is picturesque and exciting. Thous¬
ands of anxious people line the wall along
the water front, watching tho rushing tor¬
rent and huge masses of ico that are Hung
with terrific force against tho bridges ami
speculating whether the resisting power
of the massive structures will be sufficient
to withstand such gigantic blows.'
At the pont de la Concorde the depth of

wator at the present time is six meters,
and the river is still rising. At this point,
where on Christmas Day vast crowds
crossed on the solid ice, the current is
running at the rate of seven miles an
hour. Tho municipal authorities have
just ordered the stoppago of all traflic
across the following bridges: PontSolfer-
ino, an iron structure of throe arches
erected by Napoleon III in 1808, and

crossing tho Seine just at the corner ofthe
Tailerles; the Pont de Saint Pore, also of
iron, with throe arches, crMaing tho river
close to tho window of .the luileni-s
where King Charles IX flreil upon the
hapless Huguenots at tho massacre of Si.
Bartholomew, and the Pouts des ArtB, auiron structure of seven arches, crossingtlie rivet from the corner of tho gardensof tho Louvre. Nut oven foot passenger*arc" allowed to cross oil these bridges, tne
approaches being guarded by sergemiUdo villo. Tho other bridges, which ate
mainly structures of atone, are completelych'iked up by extra traffic tlius forced
upon them, and to ranko matters worse
tho crowds on them are increasing everymoment, and the utmost vigilance will be
necessary to avert a terrible calamity.

Presidential Talk.
Washington, January 3. . Secretary

.Sherman's friends hero aro in excollent
spirits over reports which reach them from
all sections indicating a decadence of the
third term boom. The Blaine boom
lias had a serious set-back in Maine.
Sherman's friends say that his
lK».n is the only ono now
that is growing quietly but «nBtaW>and that his chances are now bcsL It m
remarked hero us singular that all otnu
candidates have dropped completely out
if the race, and nobody is considered but
Grant, Shormau and Maine.
Tun Pod to-day givos expression edito¬

rially to tho following threat:
Horatio Seymour will be tho Democratic

candidate, llo will carry New \ork
Hgaiiiht any opponent whom the Republi¬
cans can select, and the nmn who gels tin
Electoral vote ol Now \ork will hi
inaugurated as President 011 the -till
nf March, 1S.S0. There aro daily iu-
dications noted hero thai tho Solid south
will drop tho Weal and cleave nulv-to1 the
),¦ mi nutting all hope In Now \ork, New

Connecticut. The Augusta
(Cia.,) C/iroiu'cfr says that it is impossible
lor tho Democrats to elect a President
without the vote ol New \ork, and that
the vote ol New York wouul not be
.riven to any candidate who did
not stand on a hard-money platform.If tho Southern Democrats will cut
loose from the ltadical-riddon west and
Northwest ami stand snuarely by the
eastern Democracy, New 1 ork, aew. Jer-
rtev and Connecticut can be carried by Uie
partv next year. Theso views are in-horsed by the Charleston Courier as alto¬
gether right and propen

The White River Ulc*.
_Washington, January 4.. Secretary

Schurz received the following dispatch to*
day from Gen. Hatch:

Alamosa, January 3.
The White River Utoa who wore with

Ouray oil the aill. are not In his power,neither havo they been stuco the .Oth.
Tho Indians sent out by way of bagnacbearoOuravand Wash Charlie, Uncompah-
gr es; Jack, Sower Wick and Uncle bain
Charlie, White River Utcs; andTopulcheCamatche, Alexander Aliiumamaekea,Abulia and Buckskin Charlie, of the
Muachos. They aro expected here on
1Mb. Ouray was roiitiested to keep the
Indiana you reler to, but had not tin
' 'Tan! of tho opinion that thei Indiana__will, when assured by yonreelf that there
is no otlior way to avoid destruction,
decido to turn over the prisoners, lbe
promise inado by them that l
turn over IIiobo demanded, should lie
insisted on to tho last man. As long as
these Indians are m onr liamlB tho ageiu*
at l.os l'inos is socuro. Ourny camo out
at his own request aud brought h'8*'1'"
with him. I think it advisable to liau
thcui all before you at Washington, or at

Tho Indians referred lo in this diBpatchwhich Oilray could not bring 111 with him
iro chief, Douglass, Johnny, his 8o", anJ
tour others. These Indians were oflered
lor surrender but Gen. Hatch declined to
accept theni unless the remaining guilt)
parties were also surrendered at the same
lime.

.

Urnnt in t'lorldn.
Fkrnadina, January 4..Gen Grant and

party arrived here this morning from
Savannah by the Steamer City of Bridge-
ton after a delightful trip. The day was
beautiful and crowds of people, white and
colored, lined thestieots to welcome the
guests. As tho steamer landed the band
struck up "Hail lo the Chief." General
Grant and party were welcomed by ex-
Senator Guile in behalf of tho Mayor and
citizens, and were at once driven to the
hotel, where spccial arrangements lmd
been made for the distinguished guests.

Ot'cnii VcnncIn.
London, January 3..The sloamer 81-

licia, from Hamburg to New York, putinto Plymouth with rudder damaged.
(Jukknstown, January 3..Arrived.

Steamer Spain, from New York.
Halifax, January II..'The steamer

Henry Anning, from New Orleans, twelve
days out, for Kouen, put in hero to-day,abort of coal.

Fur Additional Telegraph See. Fourth Page,
Blvar Ncwi.

The rivor at this point is falling slowly,
the marks last evening indicating 24 feet
i> inches. Our dispatches from Howies-
burg and Fairmont 6how that tho Cheat
and Monongahcla rivers are rising rapidly,which foreshadows another boom m too
Ohio.
Tho St. Lawrenco got away for Cincin¬

nati at 12 o'clock .Saturday night, with a
good trip out.
Tho Andes is due to-day from Cincin¬

nati, and will return at the usual hour to¬
morrow evening.The local packets are making their usual
daily trips.

[Ry Telegraph
Special Mnpalcli to the Intolllgcuccr.

IlowLjajnuiui, January 4.8 r. u.
A heavy rain has been falling all day.Uhoat river is booming.

Bpeclal Dispatch to the Intelligencer.
Fairmont, January 4.-8 p. m.

It has been raining all day. The Mon-
ongahela river is I foot above the d&oran.l
rising rapidly.

PiTTsmrmiM, January 4..River [13 feet
tl inches and rising, Rainiug.

Cincinnati, January 4..River 30 feet 4
inches and rising «» iiichcsan hour. Rain¬
ing all day.
Cairo, January 4..Rivor 35 feet It

inches and falling. Ugh raiu and foggy.Thermometer 02°.
Ixmtisvii.lk, Jan. 3..Rivor has risen 6

inches during the past 24 hours and rising
this ovening, with 11 feet in the canal and

in tho chute on tho falls. Business
good. Weather cloudv, soft, wet and
foggy, with drilling rain.

mr.D.
NORIIINOTON At thn mlJence of IiU parent i.

on Sixteenth drool, ai 1:10 a. m. Monday, January fc,
1MO, (iKOR'tKi aon of John W. aud Martha J. Not-
rlngtnn, aged (our yean. G month* aud G days.

Funeral notice hereafter.

ft EGULAR TUESDA Y PACKET.FORXV Farkenhurg, Potneroy, (ialUpolU,,J ronton, Huntington, I'ortiinouth, Maya-1Title, Cincinnati and ImuUtIIIo- ¦
The Elegant raaeeujer Steamer

MEW ANDES C'iUi. Muulxmak, Muter,
Ed. Muulrmax, Clerk,

leaves Tuesday. January Gth, at 8 p. iu. intuitively.IW-ngera and freight receipted through to all potutaWEST aad tOUTtl. For freight or paaoge apply ou
hoard or to 1 JC. II. BOOTH i SON, Agent*.


